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The Waters family is a fictional family that moves to urban south Florida and faces everyday
challenges.  Along the way, they learn valuable lessons about its ecosystem and the plan to

restore America’s Everglades.  The fun-loving members of the family include:

Everett Waters – The faithful father who oftentimes gets tired
of his daughter’s environmental antics.

Maureen Waters – The loving mother who is extremely
supportive of her daughter’s pro-environmentalism.

About the waters Family

Willow Waters – A rambunctious teenager who is a die-
hard environmentalist and is always trying to convince her
family to conserve and protect the environment.

Wade Waters – The fraternal twin of Willow, who is a
normal teenager that just wants to have fun.
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The Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan, or “CERP,” includes many important projects
needed to restore and protect the Everglades.  The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, the South

Florida Water Management District, Everglades National Park and many others are working
hand-in-hand to make the dream of a restored Everglades come true.  The most important thing
CERP projects will do is capture water that runs off the land and into the ocean and gulf.  Most
of this water will be used to revive the great Everglades ecosystem.  The remaining water can be
used to help south Florida cities and farms with their need for fresh water.

About Everglades Restoration

Lakela Waters – The toddler who likes to follow
behind her sister, Willow, but is always getting in the way and

causing trouble.

Otis Waters – The wise-cracking grandfather who thinks he
knows everything.

Opal Waters – The paternal grandmother who
loves to tell stories from the good old days.



Instructions:  The Waters family is in motion.  Put your thinking cap in gear and see if you can
guess the clues in this crossword puzzle.

Across:

1. The Everglades is suffering from a severe 
shortage of clean, reliable __________. 

2. Some 350 of these species live in the 
Everglades.

3. This endangered animal is a symbol of the 
Everglades ecosystem.

4. This lizard looking reptile lives in the 
Everglades and can grow to 16 feet or 
longer.

Down:

5. The Everglades is known as the River of    
_________.

6. The most recognizable tree in the Everglades.
7. The second largest freshwater lake in the U.S.
8. This percentage of the Everglades has been 

lost to agricultural and urban development.
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Activity:  Crossword Puzzle

MaureenEverett Willow Wade Lakela Opal Otis

Waters in MOtion
Mommy, I thought we were moving to
the everglades! But, there’s no
water and where are all the
alligators and panthers?

sweety, this is the everglades...

Really, then where are the birds and
most importantly – the water?

THat’s a good question, Wade. Over the
years more than half the everglades
has been lost to urban and
agricultural development.

uugh!
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so, what you’re telling me is we
knocked down trees, drained the water
and kicked out the alligators to build
this plush six bedroom, five bathroom
house?



Instructions:  Everett had an interesting wake-up call.  See if you can wake up
and shake up these letters and unscramble these words.

1. T  E  Y  C  M  A  I  R

2. G  D  E  N  A  D  N  E  E  R

3. O  K  D  W  O  S  R  O  T

4. E  G  A  E  V  E  R  L  D  S

5. U  R  T  S  E  A  R  E  S

6. D  I  B  S  R

Activity:  Word Scramble

Wake Up Call

ZZzZ...

WHAAANK!!!
WHAAANK!!!

If this
bird
doesn’t
shut up –
I’ll never
get any
sleep.
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Let’s see if this
slipper will
keep you away.

STOP dad,
he’s a
Mycteria
americana –
an
endangered
wood stork!

WHAAANK!!!
WHAAANK!!!

Flap
Flap
Flap

Swoosh!

Birds of the everglades
are american treasures!
we must protect them,
not harm them!

WHAAANK!!!
WHAAANK!!!

What’s with all the
commotion? I was
just blowing my
nose!



Instructions:  Willow is an amazing kid – wise beyond her years.  See if
you can find your way through this maze.

Activity:  Maze

Start

There’s Something About Willow

No,Honey.
Willow trees
live in the
Everglades
and in wetland
tree islands
where seeds
can germinate
in the moist
soil.

Thank you. I
can’t take
another Willow
around here.
Besides, I
thought a
willow was 
a spider.

Hey everybody! I was
just surfing on
evergladesplan.org,
and I found out
there’s a Willow
tree! Can we please
plant one in our
Backyard, Mom and
Dad?
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Finish

That’s called a
Black Widow, son!

Oh my
goodness. 
I think I see
one over
there in the
corner.

Run for
your
lives!

Gotcha! Where
there’s a will,
there’s a way!
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D E L I V E R E D C
Q V A B C D E F I L
U E G H I J K L S A
A R E S T O R E T S
L G M N P L A N R S
I L O P Q R R S I A
T A T U V E E W B C
Y D A B C T D C U T
E E F G H A I J T K
L S M N O W P Q E R
G O V E R N M E N T

CERP
Class Act

Delivered
Distribute

Everglades
Government

Quality
Restore

Plan
Water

Instructions:  The Waters family is a class act.  Pretend you’re in class and see if you can get an
A on this word search!

Activity:  Word Search

Maureen

Everett

Willow Wade Lakela

Opal

Otis

Class Act
Willow, I need help writing this paper
for class.

I hope you’re not talking about the
kind of help where i do it and you
watch tv.

That’s an option... but i don’t
understand how the government plans
to fix the everglades.

the goal is to fix the water so clean
water is delivered where it is needed
on time. that means cleaning the water,
storing the water, and distributing it
when it’s needed.

i give up!
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so what you are saying is that the
government is the dry cleaners for
water?



Public Meeting Role Reversal

Instructions:  Maureen had a little trouble connecting to the meeting.  See if
you can connect the dots below!

Activity:  Connect the Dots
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Guess what, Willow? A public meeting
about the Everglades is being held
tonight.

Oooh, can I go Mommy, pleeeeease?

CERP will restore Florida’s Everglades
and ensure the fresh water supplies
for years to come. The Plan involves
projects to capture, store and clean
water for the environment. 

What did you learn?

So much! It’s fascinating to hear how
the Everglades are going to be
Restored.

CERTS! Mom, it’s CERP! And I thought
you were going to have to fill me in on
the meeting. Good grief!

CERTS is a great plan. I’ll have to tell
you more in the morning.
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Instructions:  Melaleuca trees are a real pest.  See if you can find at least eight differences
between the two pictures without going mad!

What’s different?

Activity:  Spot the Difference

Melaleuca Madness
Wow! What big trees. But, where are
the birds?

What are you talking about? What can be done?

The government is removing it, but it’s a
tough battle. Recently, they introduced
a tiny beetle that eats the trees. WHatever!

Do these bugs eat grass? Let’s catch
a few and release them on our front
lawn. Maybe I won’t have to cut the 
grass next weekend!
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There are none! You’re looking at
one of the worst enemies of the
Everglades. The invasive melaleuca

It’s a pest plant. It has few natural
enemies in south Florida and takes
over wetlands.

5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.



The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is a federal agency that specializes in the planning,
engineering, construction and management of large infrastructure projects.  Its Jacksonville

District serves Florida and the Caribbean.  Missions include flood damage reduction, water
resources management, navigation, shore protection and restoration, environmental restoration,
military support, emergency response and hazardous, toxic, and radioactive remediation.

About the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

Activity:  Crossword Puzzle Activity:  Word Scramble 

1. Mycteria
2. Endangered

3. Wood stork
4. Everglades

5. Treasures
6.Birds

Activity:  Word Search

Answer Key

1. Water
2. Birds

3. Panther
4. Alligator

Across:Down:

5. Grass
6. Cypress

7. Okeechobee
8. Fifty

Activity:  Maze

Finish

Start

on page3

on page5on page7

on page4

Activity:  Connect the Dotson page8
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1. Extra leaves
2. Willow’s ponytail
3. Willow’s earring
4. Willow’s shorts
5. Wade’s belt
6. Wade’s socks
7. Wood stork
8. Missing water

Activity:  Spot the Differenceon page9



USACE Everglades Restoration
Outreach Products

MaureenEverett Willow Wade Lakela Opal Otis

RECYCLEDFor more information, call (877) CERP-USA or 
visit the website at www.evergladesplan.org.


